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Via Email: townclerk@saltneytowncouncil.gov.uk

Dear Clerk,

Match Funding Scheme
Improvements to Children’s Play Areas 2023/24

| am pleased to advise that Flintshire County Council has allocated £105,000 from its
2023/24 budget for the match-funding of improvement works to children’s play areas.

Flintshire County Council and Aura wish to continue working in partnership with
Town & Community Councils on a match-funding basis (£ for £) and seek
expressions of interest for the 2023/24 scheme.

It is important that the County Council targets its future investment towards those
sites of greatest need in terms of play deprivation and strategic importance. During
2020/21, Aura commissioned an independent play consultancy to carry out a
condition survey of each of the County Council’s near 200 outdoor play areas. In
addition, a strategic review of fixed play provision and a capital investment plan have
been produced. As per last year, the 2023/24 match-funding scheme is, therefore,
aligned to the recommendations of the independent play review and based upon the
following principles:

e Only sites identified by the play survey as requiring an upgrade and
investment will be considered to meet the match-funding criteria.

e Prior to 2021/22, a maximum contribution of £10,000 per scheme had been
applied. However, as with last year, expressions of interest in excess of
£10,000 will continue to be considered for the 2023/24 match-funding
scheme. Please note that such requests will be assessed on a case-by-case
basis and must align to the County Council’s investment strategy.
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The County Council seeks support for and engagement with the match-funding
scheme from all Town & Community Councils. Once this support is established, the
County Council will recognise the additional play investment needs of towns and
villages through the appropriate allocation of capital funding.

To assist your members’ match-funding decision, Aura’s Play Design service has
identified the following play area within your community as being most in need of
investment:

e Park Avenue Play Area

In order that we have an agreed programme in place, | would be grateful if you can
confirm your expression of interest to Richard Roberts, Aura’s Play Design Officer,
by 31 May 2023. The outcome of your expression of interest will then be reported
back to you at the earliest opportunity. | also need to advise that Aura and the
County Council cannot guarantee that all expressions of interest will be approved.

The 2023/24 match-funding scheme is being managed and delivered by Aura
Leisure & Libraries Ltd in partnership with the County Council. Should you require
any further information, please do not hesitate to contact Richard Roberts on 01352
702466 or via richard.roberts@aura.wales.

Thank you for your continued support of children’s play.

Yours sincerely,

o]l

Paul Jones
Business Improvement & Performance Manager (Aura)



