VE DAY – 75 YEARS
Stephen Rodham, Mayor of Saltney Town Council, “In what can only be described as
very unprecedented times, it was with deep regret that the Town Council’s VE DAY
celebrations have had to be cancelled due to the Coronavirus COVID-19 pandemic. The
Town Council must adhere to Welsh Government Guidance.
Although this is not what Saltney Town Council had planned for our community, on this
commemorative VE Day – 75 years, we hope that you will find the following information
helpful from Flintshire County Council and the Royal British Legion”.
You will agree that this is a significant moment in our history which needs to be marked
appropriately.
The Welsh Government is working closely with the UK Government, the other Devolved
Administrations and partners such as the Royal British Legion and Armed Services in Wales
to ensure that our veterans and everyone who played a part in the Second World War –
whether on the battle field or the home front – are remembered and receive our thanks in a
way that takes account of the current restrictions.
In that context we would encourage people to mark the occasion in line with current social
distancing guidelines from the safety of their own homes. There is information and guidance
on how the occasion can be marked safely at home at https://ve-vjday75.gov.uk/ .This
includes activities and games for children, along with ideas about holding a 1940s themed
tea party – with original recipes and music from the day.
Digital communications, which are playing such a vital role in helping us stay connected at
this time, will also be a key part of our commemorations. The First Minister will be
broadcasting a message on social media as well as taking part in a video chat with veterans
and would encourage everyone to send their own message of support and share memories
via social media channels – using the hashtags #VEDay75 #DiwrnodVE75.
People can also mark VE Day by discovering their own connection to the Second World War.
As part of this, all UK historical records available on ancestry.co.uk will be free for the public
from Monday 4 May, until Sunday 10 May, giving people the opportunity to uncover the
personal stories of the Second World War and the roles their families played.
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Activities which have been organised at the UK level include:
• At 11am commemorations will begin with a moment of remembrance, marked with a
two-minute silence.
• At 3pm, Sir Winston Churchill’s 1945 speech to the nation will be broadcast on the BBC
as part of special programmes planned for the day.
• At 9pm, HM The Queen will broadcast a message to the nation on the BBC – at the
exact moment her father, King George VI, gave a radio address in 1945.
• This will be followed by an opportunity for people to gather on their doorsteps and sing
‘We’ll Meet Again’ in an act of celebration.
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VE Day 75 Plans – Stakeholder Communication - Royal British Legion
As members of the public are no longer able to attend national and regional VE Day 75
commemorations or events due to the Covid-19 pandemic, The Royal British Legion is
playing a central role in the delivery of a range of remote activity for people to participate in
from home. This includes a VE Day 75 livestream, national moments of remembrance and
thanksgiving and a learning pack for young people.
The Legion is inviting all its stakeholders and partner organisations to join together in
encouraging people of all generations and communities to take part in the activities on 8 th
May and pay tribute to the service and sacrifice of the entire Second World War generation.
As society faces some of the most challenging times since of the Second World War, it is
now more important than ever to unite in recognition of service to the nation, just as
communities did 75 years ago. The Legion is therefore calling on people across the UK to
join in a national moment of reflection and Remembrance at 11am on Friday 8th May and
pause for a Two Minute Silence, not only in recognition of the service and sacrifice of the
Second World War generation, but also to reflect on the devastating impact Covid-19 has
had on so many lives across the world.
People are invited to take part in the Silence in whatever way they feel appropriate be that
standing at their window, stepping outside their home, whilst remaining distanced from
others, or taking the opportunity for a quiet moment of reflection. To build momentum
towards this important moment, partner organisations across the sector and beyond are
encouraged to engage stakeholders and share the call to come together in Remembrance at
11am.
Following the Silence the Legion is hosting a VE Day livestream, sharing stories and
memories from those who served and sacrificed during the Second World War. Hosted by TV
presenter Sonali Shah, the programme will feature contributions from social historian Julie
Summers and cook and influencer Melissa Helmsley. The stream will be live from 11.15 on
the Legion’s website.
Later in the day members of the public are encouraged to enjoy a moment of celebration and
thanksgiving by taking part in a UK-wide rendition of Dame Vera Lynn’s ‘We’ll Meet Again’ at
9pm. BBC One will feature the singalong as part of its VE Day 75 evening broadcast.
Links to Legion activities, including the learning pack, and further information on how to get
involved are on the Legion’s website www.rbl.org.uk/veday75. Designed for 7-14 year’ olds
the learning pack includes first-hand accounts from the Second World War generation,
veteran interviews and a range of activities to allow families to explore and commemorate VE
Day 75 together. People can follow the activity on social media using #VEDay75 and
#VEDay75Live during the livestream.
There are many parallels between the struggles of the Second World War and what the world
is going through today, and looking to the Second World War generation, their resilience and
determination, helps inspire today’s generation in these difficult times.
Royal British Legion Schedule
1100-1102 – Two Minute Silence
1115-1200 – The Royal British Legion VE75 Livestream
2000-2110 – VE Day 75: The People’s Celebration, BBC One
2100
– ‘We’ll Meet Again’ Singalong
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Guidance on Two Minute Silence
Members of the public are being encouraged to take part in a national moment of
Remembrance at 11am during a Two Minute Silence to honour the service and sacrifice of
the Second World War generation and reflect on the devastating impact Covid-19 has had on
so many lives across the world.
There is no right or wrong way to take part in the Silence, some may wish to stand at their
windows, step outside their homes while remaining distanced from others, watch the
broadcast on television, or simply sit in a quiet moment of reflection.
Royal British Legion Livestream
At 1115 the Legion is hosting a VE Day 75 livestream, available at rbl.org.uk/veday75,
sharing stories and memories from those who served and sacrificed during the Second World
War, and recognising the difficulties people are experiencing today.
The Legion is inviting members of the public to grab a cup of tea and join us for the
livestream as we bring the World War Two generation together with today’s generation to
chat about their experiences. Hosted by TV presenter Sonali Shah, the programme will
feature contributions from social historian Julie Summers and cook and influencer Melissa
Helmsley. The livestream will be available on the Legion’s website.
VE Day 75: The People’s Celebration BBC ONE: 20:00 – 21:10
To mark the 75th anniversary of VE day, in these unprecedented times, the BBC in
partnership with the Royal British Legion will honour and celebrate the World War Two
Generation with an evening of memories and music. Featuring some of those who
remember this historic day, together with Britain’s favourite performers who will entertain us
with popular songs of the era. In a fitting finale at 9.00 pm we will see the nation unite for a
very special rendition of “We’ll Meet Again” as across the UK we all give thanks to our
veterans and remember our loved ones.
‘We’ll Meet Again’ Singalong
Lyrics available on The Royal British Legion website https://www.rbl.org.uk/stories/ve-daysingalong
VE Day Learning Pack
Available on The Royal British Legion website page rbl.org.uk/veday75 alongside a VE Day
75 activity pack produced by the National Memorial Arboretum .

You are welcome to contact the Town Clerk, either by phone or email as detailed below.

Tracey Brown
Town Clerk
Saltney Town Council
Tel: 01244 398829
Email: townclerk@saltneytowncouncil.gov.uk
Last updated 6.5.2020
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